
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This is what your descendants  
will be like.” 

Genesis 15:5 
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St. Matthew’s  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church & School 
(Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) 

709 Milton Ave., Janesville, WI53545 

Church & School Phone: 752-1304 

James Janke, Pastor  563-4383 

Dale Beutin, Congregational Asst., 774-5177 

Kevin Proeber, Principal  752-5035 

www.stmatthewsjanesville.org 
 

Worship for the 2nd Sunday in Lent 

March 5, 2023 
 

Opening Hymn:  #613  “The God of Abraham Praise” 

1 The God of Abr'ham praise, who reigns enthroned above, 

Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM, by earth and heav'n confessed, 

I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

 

2 The God of Abr'ham praise, at whose supreme command 

from earth I rise and seek the joys at his right hand. 

I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow'r, 

and him my only portion make, my shield and tow'r. 

 

3 The God of Abr'ham praise, whose all-sufficient grace 

shall guide me all my pilgrim days in all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; he calls himself my God. 

And he shall save me to the end through Jesus' blood. 

 

4 He by himself has sworn; I on his oath depend. 

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heav'n ascend. 

I shall behold his face; I shall his pow'r adore 

and sing the wonders of his grace forevermore. 

 

Invocation 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

http://www.stmatthewsjanesville.org/
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 Confession of Sins 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 

and serve him as his dear children.   

C:  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.   

P:  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 

called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 

mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my 

sin and take away my guilt. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your 

guilt forever.  You are his dear child.  May God give you strength to 

live according to his will. 

C:  Amen.  
 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 

Song of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of people everywhere, that they may receive from 

you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, 

that all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our 

prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

P:  For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose 

the hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Old Testament:  Genesis 15:1-6 

After these events the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision. He said, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very 

great reward.” 

 2Abram said, “LORD God what can you give me, since I remain 

childless, and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Look, you have given me no 

offspring, so a servant born in my house will be my heir.” 
           4Just then, the word of the LORD came to him. God said, “This man 

will not be your heir, but instead one who will come out of your own 

body will be your heir.” 5The LORD then brought him outside and 

said, “Now look toward the sky and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.” He said to Abram, “This is what your descendants will 

be like.” 6Abram believed in the LORD, and the LORD credited it to him 

as righteousness. 
 

Verse of the Day  (tune of CW, #613) 

The seed of Abr’ham still continue to proclaim 

Salvation free by faith alone in Jesus’ name. 

Let all believers now their tongues and lives employ, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, our highest joy! 
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Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-31 
21Jesus left that place and withdrew into the region of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22There a Canaanite woman from that territory came and kept 

crying out, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! A demon is 

severely tormenting my daughter!” 

 23But he did not answer her a word.  His disciples came and 

pleaded, “Send her away, because she keeps crying out after us.” 

 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.”  

 25But she came and knelt in front of him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

 26He answered her, “It is not good to take the children’s bread 

and throw it to their little dogs.”  

 27“Yes, Lord,” she said, “yet their little dogs also eat the crumbs 

that fall from their masters’ table.”  

 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great! It will be 

done for you, just as you desire.” And her daughter was healed at that 

very hour. 
           29Jesus moved on from there and went along the Sea of Galilee. 

He went up onto the mountain and sat there. 30Large crowds came 

to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, those 

unable to speak, and many others. They put them down at his feet, 

and he healed them. 31As a result, the crowd was amazed when they 

saw the mute speaking, the crippled healed, the lame walking, and 

the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.   

P:  This the Gospel of our Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Hymn: #405 (CW, 1993)  “Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” 

1 Oh, for a faith that will not shrink  

Though pressed by many a foe, 

That will not tremble on the brink  

Of poverty or woe. 
 

2 That will not murmur nor complain  

Beneath the chast'ning rod, 

But in the hour of grief or pain 

Can lean upon its God, 
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3 A faith that shines more bright and clear  

When tempests rage without, 

That, when in danger, knows no fear,  

In darkness feels no doubt, 
 

4 That bears unmoved the world's dread frown  

Nor heeds its scornful smile, 

That sin's wild ocean cannot drown 

Nor Satan's arts beguile, 
 

5 A faith that keeps the narrow way   

Till life's last spark is fled 

And with a pure and heav'nly ray  

Lights up the dying bed. 
 

6 Lord, give us such a faith as this,  

And then, whate'er may come, 

We'll taste e'en now the hallowed bliss  

Of an eternal home. 
 

Sermon Text: Romans 4:16-25 
16For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be 

according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s 

descendants―not only to the one who is a descendant by law, but 

also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 
17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”  

In the presence of God, Abraham believed him who makes the 

dead alive and calls non-existing things so that they exist. 18Hoping 

beyond what he could expect, he believed that he would become the 

father of many nations, just as he was told: “This is how many your 

descendants will be.” 19He did not weaken in faith, even though he 

considered his own body as good as dead (because he was about one 

hundred years old), and even though he considered Sarah’s womb to 

be dead. 20He did not waver in unbelief with respect to God’s promise, 

but he grew strong in faith, giving glory to God 21and being fully 

convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22This is 

why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”  
            23Now the statement “it was credited to him” was not written 

for him alone, 24but also for us to whom it would be credited, 
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namely, to us who believe in the one who raised our Lord Jesus 

from the dead. 25He was handed over to death because of our 

trespasses and was raised to life because of our justification. 
 

Follow The Faith Of Your Father Abraham 

I.  A faith based on God’s Word 

II.  A faith braced by God’s power 

III.  A faith blessed with God’s righteousness 
 

The Te Deum:  (CW, p.48) 
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Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church for Lent 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate 

us from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C:  We confess that without your love we are lost. 

P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By 

your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith. 
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C:  Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter 

what the danger or the cost. 

P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and 

face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries 

and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face 

of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their 

faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and 

the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict 

in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and 

all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

C:  Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian 

and friend, their comfort and hope. 

P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; 

physicians and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed 

the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C:  Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them 

become weary in doing good. 

P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us 

faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done  

      on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

   and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
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Hymn:  #797 (1-2) “I Know My Faith Is Founded” 

1 I know my faith is founded on Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

and this my faith confessing, unmoved I stand upon his Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom the truth of God profound; 

who trusts in worldly wisdom relies on shifting ground. 

God's Word is all-sufficient, it makes divinely sure, 

and, trusting in its wisdom, my faith shall rest secure. 

2 Increase my faith, dear Savior, for Satan seeks by night and day 

to rob me of this treasure and take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with you beside me I shall be undismayed; 

and led by your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, a firmer faith bestow; 

then I shall bid defiance to ev'ry evil foe. 

Prayer 

P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want 

us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word 

in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Benediction  

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and † 

give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  #797 (3) “I Know My Faith Is Founded” 

3 In faith, Lord, let me serve you; though persecution, grief, and pain 

should seek to overwhelm me, let me a steadfast trust retain. 

And then at my departure, at home with you I'll be, 

and there will I inherit all you have promised me. 

In life and death, Lord, keep me until your heav'n I gain, 

where I by your great mercy the end of faith attain. 
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Announcements 

1. The altar flowers have been given by Dan and Sue Enloe.  

2. Bible Class  We will continue a study of Daniel.  Bible class meets 

in the fellowship area downstairs.  Please join us as we “Book 

Through the Bible.” 

3. Woman’s Bible Class –  We will continue with the book “More 

Prepared to Answer” by Mark Paustian.  Each lesson stands alone 

so feel free to join at any time.  Hope to see you there!  Debbie 

Lenser. 

4. Ladies Evening Guild will have their March meeting on Monday, 

March 6th, 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  We will be signing up 

to help with Easter breakfast and selecting Easter cards to send to 

our shut-ins, among other things that will be a SURPRISE!!!  Please 

plan to attend.   

5. Lenten Services  We have entered the Lenten Season   We observe 

this sacred season with special midweek Lenten services.  Our 

“third” mid-week Lenten service will be this Wednesday, March 1 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Our theme for this year’s Lenten services 

will be “Psalms of the Savior’s Suffering”.    A light supper is 

served prior to the service beginning at 5:00 p.m.  “Jesus, I will 

ponder now on your holy passion. 

 

 

Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 

As spiritual children of Abraham, may we follow him with a faith 

based on God’s promises, braced by God’s power and blessed by 

God’s pardon! 

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the 

church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon. 

Attendance Last Week — 409 (222/187)       Bible Class— 82   

Offering — $13,712.50                                     Sunday School – 20 

(Meeting our 2023 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $14,735.00.) 

 “Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion. 

It cannot be shaken. It will stand forever” 

Psalms 125:1.  
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6. Wednesday Evening Confirmation Class  Wednesday evening 

confirmation class will meet at 5:00 p.m.  

7. Call for Mr. Craig Sonntag  We would like to inform the 

congregation that Mr. Craig Sonntag has received a Call to teach 

Math, Religion, English, and some technology along with coaching 

at Lakeside Lutheran High School in Lake Mills, Wisconsin.  

Please provide encouragement and keep him in your prayers as he 

deliberates where the Lord wants him to serve in the future.   

8. On Sunday, March 12th, Luther Preparatory School will be 

hosting the 42nd Annual WELS Handbell Festival. This year’s 

festival is a national event, bringing together 25 handbell choirs for 

a weekend of fellowship and music making. The festival concert 

will be presented at 2:00 PM on March 12th. We cordially invite 

you to join us for this special event at Luther Prep! 

9. 2023-2024 Preschool Enrollment  We will be accepting preschool 

enrollment forms for the coming school year.  Our program for 3 

year olds will meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 

8:00–11:15 a.m.  Children must be 3 years of age by September 1st.  

Our 4 year olds will meet on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

mornings from 8:00-11:15 a.m. Children registering for this class 

must be 4 years old by September 1st.  We are also offering wrap-

around care for students after preschool is over.  This new 

program started four years ago.  We would like you to get the 

applications in by May 28 so a spot can be reserved for you.  

Shortly after that we will begin advertising to the public that there 

are spots available for next year.  If you have any questions about 

our preschool or would like an enrollment form, please contact 

Mr. Proeber or Mrs. Sonntag. 

10. Easter for Kids!  Please consider volunteering for Easter for Kids 

on April 1, 2023.  In order to make this event successful we need 

your help!  If you are interested in teaching, helping, or setting up 

please contact Cathy Sonntag at 754-3994 or sign up on the board 

in the lower hallway. 

11. Easter for Kids Registration has begun.  Early registration is 

needed for planning. Please sign your child (age 4 through 

6thgrade) up by Wednesday, March 29.  Signup sheets are located 
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in the narthex (next to the mailboxes) and you can also signup 

ONLINE at www.stmathewsjanesville.org by clicking the link 

Event and following the directions. Please take extras (to give to 

neighbors & friends). Since this program is an outreach event, we 

strongly encourage invitation of your child’s friends and 

neighbors. Enrollment can also be done by calling the church at 

752-1304.  

12. Easter Flowers. ‘To the glory of God’ Easter flowers may be 

ordered. They will be available for $19 each if a quantity of 25 are 

purchased. Envelopes are available on the lower bulletin board. 

Please fill in the needed information on the envelope and enclose 

payment. Checks may be made payable to St. Matthew’s Evening 

Guild and placed in the offering plate or left in the office. The 

deadline for ordering is April 2. Thank you for your beautiful 

gift. Flowers may be taken home beginning on Easter Sunday after 

the 10:30 am service. 

13. Men’s Softball Janesville is having softball leagues again this 

summer!  Any guys (18 and over) interested in playing for our St. 

Matthew’s team in a 12-week Monday night church league should 

sign up on the narthex bulletin board.  The games are played at 

Dawson Fields. Games begin May 7th and the cost is $30/player.  If 

you have questions, talk to or call Craig Sonntag (608) 322-7995.  

Deadline to sign up is April 3. 

14. Thank you to the women who served on the altar guild for the 

month of February:  Heidi Christianson and Kayla Cordall-

Gonzales.  Serving for the month of March will be:  Jill Newlin and 

Deb Shadoski. 

15. Lakeside Lutheran High School Sunday—We are pleased to 

announce that the A Cappella choir from Lakeside Lutheran High 

School will be joining us for our worship services on Sunday, 

March 26.  The choir will be singing in both services on the 26th.  

For that reason, we are making several changes to our usual 

Sunday schedule.   
 

   First, because it is customary to serve the members of the choir 

breakfast in the downstairs fellowship area between services we 

will not hold Bible class there as usual, instead we will meet in 

http://www.stmathewsjanesville.org/
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church and permit representatives of Lakeside to make a 

presentation during that time.   

   Second, a free-will offering will be received to help defray some 

of the costs involved with bringing the choir to Janesville.  A 

basket/box will be found in the narthex on the 26th into which 

offerings can be placed.   

  Finally, we will move the celebration of the Lord’s Supper that 

would ordinarily be held on the last Sunday of the month to the 

3rd Sunday.  That means we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our 

services on March 12 and then again on Sunday, March 19. 

Assisting with Worship 

Organist: 

Kathi Hendee 

Ushers: 

8:00 a.m.– Doug McIlvain, Dane McIlvain, Jeff Burandt 

10:30 a.m. –  Jim Langkamp, Grant Langkamp 

Wednesday – Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May 

Next Week Ushers: 

8:00 a.m.– Mark Schulz, Mike Lenser, Kevin Paasch 

10:30 a.m. –  Steve Sage, David Johnson, Jason Carlson 

Wednesday – Rich Hatfield, Michael Borchardt, Ryan Borchardt,  

Kyle Stade 

CODS: 

8:00 a.m. – Phil Fry 

10:30 a.m. – Trevor Sanchez 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Steve Sage 

Next Week CODS: 

8:00 a.m. – Brian Hartwig 

10:30 a.m. – Tim Stirmel 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Trevor Sanchez 

Greeters 

8:00 a.m. – George & Jan Ehlers 

10:30 a.m. – Jean Ruppier 
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Next Week Greeters: 

8:00 a.m. –  Judy Fanning 

10:30 a.m. – Ann Janke 

Church Cleaning: 

March 11, 2023 – Craig Groninger & Jim Heiman families 

March 18, 2023 – Scott Hendee & Tom Heth families 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 
 

Sunday 

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

SS/Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

Monday 

Evening Guild 6:30 p.m. 

Fin’l Planning Meeting  

   6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Elder’s Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

Women’s Bible Study  

   9:30 a.m. 

Confirmation Class 5:00 p.m. 

Lenten Meal 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Wednesday (continued) 

Sr. Choir Practice 5:30 p.m. 

Lenten Service 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday 

Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday 

Daylight Saving Time  

   Begins (Spring ahead 1 hour.) 

Sunday 

Worship with Lord’s Supper  

   8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

SS/Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

 

Lent 
 

We have entered the season of the church year which follows 

Epiphany and prepares us for Easter.  That season is Lent. Have you 

noticed that the days are getting longer? If you have, you are on your 

way to understanding the meaning of “Lent”, because the word lent 

is from an Old English word for spring (“lengten,” the time of the 

year when the days get longer). So when we speak of Lent we are 

simply using a term which grew out of an observation in the world of 

nature: the days are getting longer. 

While the name “Lent” says nothing about the spiritual character 

of the season or how we observe it, the German word for the season 

did. The German word for Lent is “die Fasten,” the fast. It should not 
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surprise us that the Germans called the pre-Easter season “die 

Fasten,” since Lent was historically a time for fasting.  While the 

length of the fast, and therefore, the season of Lent, varied in the 

early days of the Christian church, it eventually was fixed at 40 days, 

beginning with Ash Wednesday and lasting until Easter Sunday. The 

pattern of a 40 day fast was intended to recall the 40 days of fasting 

and testing our Lord endured in the wilderness after his Baptism. 

So why don’t we in the Lutheran church insist on or encourage 

fasting during Lent? Here we would do well to remember what 

Luther says about fasting in connection with preparation for the 

Lord’s Supper. In the Small Catechism he says: “Fasting and other 

outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is properly 

prepared who believes….” There is nothing wrong with fasting in 

Lent. It may serve a good purpose if it calls to mind what Christ 

suffered for us. Fasting, however, does not serve a good purpose 

when it is considered to be a good work by which one earns God’s 

forgiveness. Because such abuses arose in connection with the Lenten 

fast, the Lutheran church has made the message of Christ and his 

cross rather than fasting or self-denial the focus of Lent. 

Lent is a time for us to meditate on the meaning of Christ’s 

suffering and death, and to concentrate on amending our sinful lives. 

This Lenten season will be a blessing to us if we make use of the 

special opportunities it offers to gather in God’s house with our 

fellow believers, to listen to the history of our Savior’s suffering, to 

sing the great hymns of Lent and to hear the preaching of the cross. 

Jesus, I will ponder now on your holy passion; 

With your Spirit me endow for such meditation. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


